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5. Working with Scholars
INVOLVING SCHOLARS IN HUMANITIES PROGRAMS FOR THE PUBLIC

What is a humanities scholar?
Someone who has an advanced degree in a discipline of the humanities is generally considered a scholar. Scholars can 

provide context for a project and identify relevant humanities themes and ideas.

The importance of working with scholars
The National Endowment for the Humanities funds projects grounded in sound humanities research. Humanities advisors 

will strengthen the intellectual substance of a program. Humanities scholars can bring local perspectives and help shape 

themes for discussion.

When to contact humanities advisors
Include humanities scholars as early as possible in the planning process. Early involvement of scholars will strengthen the 

quality and depth of the scholarship which is at the heart of your program.

Engaging public audiences
Be mindful of your audience. Scholars should work with the programming team to ensure the scholarship is made 

accessible and appealing for public audiences. Academic lectures are often less engaging for public audiences than panel 

discussions. Be sure to build into your program opportunities for audience members to ask questions and share their own 

experiences.

Identifying scholars for a public programming event
• �Start by contacting a nearby college or university academic department. Members of the institution’s faculty may be 

able to suggest scholars on campus or at other universities. If you are affiliated with a college or university, email 

faculty members with a description of the proposed project and seek assistance from resident scholars. If you are not 

affiliated with a college or university, many institutions maintain an online directory of faculty, which may even include a 

professor’s area of research and teaching expertise.

• �Send a request for information to the editors of H-Net, the online discussion network for humanities scholars. H-Net is at 

http://h-net.msu.edu.

• �You can also peruse booklists, libraries, and web resources to see who has published on topics related to your project.

• �Call your State Humanities Council, which regularly works with scholars in your area. A directory of State Humanities 

Councils is available in this Programming Guide.

Logistics
Be sure to confirm, in writing, the dates the scholar will be needed. Provide logistical information, such as directions, 

contact information, and parking instructions. It is also helpful to provide, in advance, a rundown of the entire event, 

including set-up and rehearsal.
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Alabama Humanities Foundation 

www.alabamahumanities.org

Alaska Humanities Forum

www.akhf.org

Amerika Samoa Humanities Council

www.ashcouncil.org

Arizona Humanities Council

www.azhumanities.org

Arkansas Humanities Council

www.arkhums.org

Cal Humanities

www.calhum.org

Colorado Humanities

www.coloradohumanities.org

Connecticut Humanities

cthumanities.org

Delaware Humanities Forum

www.dhf.org

Humanities Council of Washington, DC

www.wdchumanities.org

Florida Humanities Council

www.flahum.org

Georgia Humanities Council

www.georgiahumanities.org

Guam Humanities Council

www.guamhumanitiescouncil.org

Hawai’i Council for the Humanities

www.hihumanities.org

Idaho Humanities Council

www.idahohumanities.org

Illinois Humanities Council

www.prairie.org

Indiana Humanities

www.indianahumanities.org

Humanities Iowa

www.humanitiesiowa.org

Kansas Humanities Council

www.kansashumanities.org

Kentucky Humanities Council

www.kyhumanities.org

Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities

www.leh.org

Maine Humanities Council

www.mainehumanities.org

Maryland Humanities Council

www.mdhc.org

Mass Humanities

www.masshumanities.org

Michigan Humanities Council

michiganhumanities.org

Minnesota Humanities Center

www.minnesotahumanities.org

Mississippi Humanities Council

www.mshumanities.org

Missouri Humanities Council

www.mohumanities.org

State Humanities Councils
The 56 humanities councils located in all U.S. states and jurisdictions support local humanities programs and events. Contact 

your State Humanities Council for help identifying local scholars and other potential project partners. 
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Humanities Montana

www.humanitiesmontana.org

Humanities Nebraska

humanitiesnebraska.org

Nevada Humanities

www.nevadahumanities.org

New Hampshire Humanities Council

www.nhhc.org

New Jersey Council for the Humanities

www.njch.org

New Mexico Humanities Council

www.nmhum.org

New York Council for the Humanities

www.nyhumanities.org

North Carolina Humanities Council

www.nchumanities.org

North Dakota Humanities Council

www.ndhumanities.org

Northern Mariana Islands Council for the Humanities

www.nmihumanities.org

Ohio Humanities Council

www.ohiohumanities.org

Oklahoma Humanities Council

www.okhumanities.org

Oregon Humanities

www.oregonhumanities.org

Pennsylvania Humanities Council

www.pahumanities.org

Fundación Puertorriqueña de las Humanidades

www.fphpr.org

Rhode Island Council for the Humanities

www.rihumanities.org

The Humanities Council of South Carolina

www.schumanities.org

South Dakota Humanities Council

www.sdhumanities.org

Humanities Tennessee

www.humanitiestennessee.org

Humanities Texas

www.humanitiestexas.org

Utah Humanities Council

www.utahhumanities.org

Vermont Humanities Council

www.vermonthumanities.org

Virgin Islands Humanities Council

www.vihumanities.org

Virginia Foundation for the Humanities

www.virginiahumanities.org

Humanities Washington

www.humanities.org

West Virginia Humanities Council

www.wvhumanities.org

Wisconsin Humanities Council

www.wisconsinhumanities.org

Wyoming Humanities Council

www.uwyo.edu/humanities
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